This is the second installment of Machine Learning to include selected papers on unsupervised learning. The editorial prefacing the first installment of unsupervised learning papers (Fisher, 2001) highlighted association-rule learning, belief network learning, and clustering as the primary forms of unsupervised learning, as well as describing relationships between these three unsupervised learning paradigms. The topics addressed in the seven papers of the first special-issue volume included empirical comparisons of model-based clustering algorithms, fast discovery of patterns in sequential data, discovering rules in first-order logic, comparisons of unsupervised and supervised learning for classification, and unsupervised approaches to document organization.
